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THE FIELD OF THE PIOUS.

Yol-ca-nic      un-u-su-aMy      neigh-bour-ing       scorch-ed
vi o-leace      cin-ders              pro-served             mir-a-cle

e-jeup-tion      in-hab-i-tants     ad-mi-ra-tion        con-se-quence

1.    A volcanic mountain is one which has a
hollow at the top, through which smoke, flames,
stones, and hot melted matter are sometimes
thrown with great violence.    Etna, in Sicily, is
the principal mountain of this kind in Europe.
Many hundreds of years ago, an eruption of an
unusually violent kind took place in this moun-
tain.    Burning matter poured down its sides in
various directions, destroying whole villages, and
the air was thickened with falling cinders and
ashes.

2.    The inhabitants of the neighbouring coun-
try fled for their lives, carrying with them the
most valuable of their goods.    Amongst these
people, so careful of their wealth, were two young
men named Anapias and Amphinomus, who bore
a very different kind of burden on their backs
They carried only their aged parents, who by
no other means could have been   preserved.

3.    The conduct of these youths excited great
admiration.    It chanced that they took a'way
which  the  burning matter did not touch, and
which remained afterwards  verdant, while all
around was scorched and barren.    The* people
believed that this tract had been preserved by a
miracle, in consequence of the goodness of the
youths ; and it was ever after called " The Field
of the Pious."